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New Federal Angling Regulations 
For Highly Migratory Species 

March 2003 

Who 
Offshore anglers fishing for Atlantic tunas, swordfish, sharks, blue & white marlin, 
sailfish & spearfish 

What  
New angling permit to fish for HMS; mandatory vessel-owner reporting of swordfish, white 
& blue marlin, sailfish, & bluefin tuna landings within 24-hours (non-tournament); 
swordfish bag limit of one per person, up to three per boat, per day 

When 
The new, permanent regulations became effective March, 2003 

Where 
These regulations pertain to recreational fishing for highly migratory species in U.S. federal 
waters of the Atlantic, Gulf of Mexico, and U.S. Caribbean  

Why 
NOAA Fisheries has implemented these regulations to help rebuild and properly manage 
highly migratory species. The HMS angling permit and mandatory reporting program for 
landings will help the agency gather information that is critical to make informed 
management decisions about these stocks. The angling bag limit will reduce fishing 
mortality consistent with the swordfish rebuilding plan. 

For More Information 
Contact Brad McHale (permitting) at: 978.281.9260 
Contact Russ Dunn (swordfish bag limit & reporting) at: 727.570.5447 

 

N O A A  F i s h e r i e s  ■  N a t i o n a l  M a r i n e  F i s h e r i e s  S e r v i c e  

1 3 1 5  E a s t  W e s t  H i g h w a y  ■ 1 4 t h  F l o o r  ■  S i l v e r  S p r i n g  ■  M a r y l a n d  ■  2 0 9 1 0  
Consti tuent Services & Outreach, 301.713.2379 ■  Publ ic Affairs & Media, 301.713.2370


